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a scientific, systematic, and complete cultural view. Studying Deng Xiaoping’s cultural views is of great guiding significance for us
to strengthen our confidence in socialist culture with Chinese characteristics in the new era, fully play the important role of culture in
building a socialist modernized country, firmly adhere to the socialist direction of cultural development, correctly handle the
relationship between socialist culture with Chinese characteristics, traditional Chinese culture, and foreign culture, and promote the
combination of Marxist basic principles with excellent traditional Chinese culture.

Key words: Deng Xiaoping; Cultural view; Socialist culture with Chinese Characteristics; Cultural Confidence

Xiao Qian’s Study to Defend and Develop Marxist Thought in a Scientific Way

QTAO Ruijin  YOU Lan

Abstract: Mr. Xiao Qian devoted his life to explaining, defending and developing Marxism with the latest scientific
achievements, which is the core of his academic exploration. He closely combined cutting-edge scientific discoveries with Marxist
philosophical research, forming a unique academic style. On the one hand, Xiao Qian firmly believes that theoretical science is the
key force to promote the progress of philosophy, and the development of science constantly provides new inspiration and impetus for
philosophy; On the other hand, he also emphasized that when natural science rises from the empirical level to the theoretical level,
it cannot be separated from the guidance of philosophy, and philosophy plays an indispensable role in the theoretical process of

¢

science. Through in-depth and systematic study of the mutual relationship between “science and philosophy”, Xiao Qian’s works
and articles not only became an important ideological tool for the dissemination and development of Marxist philosophy in New
China, but also greatly enriched the theoretical connotation of Marxism. At the same time, his contribution opened up a new path for
the dialogue between science and philosophy, and provided valuable enlightenment on how to promote the integration of science and
philosophy today, and how to uphold and develop Marxism in the modern context.
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Elucidation of Principles, Examination of Intellectual History, and Reflection on Reality

Reflections on the State of Marxist Research

NIE Jinfang

Abstract: The exploration of fundamental principles by scholars represented by Professor Xiao Qian in the 1980s constitutes one
of the most brilliant chapters in the study of Marxist philosophy in China over the past 40 years. Traditional interpretations of Marxist
political economy have exhibited a tendency toward “dogmatism,” which fails to fully capture the complex intellectual connections
between Marx and classical economists. The “Institutional Economics School” differs from and even contradicts Marx’s theories in
terms of theoretical viewpoints, argumentative logic, and policy propositions, yet there is room for dialogue, exchange, and even
mutual complementarity and integration. In exploring “Chinese-style modernization,” it is essential to emphasize three relationships:
reality and the “sense of reality,” social phenomena and “principled” perspectives, as well as national stance and global vision. The
discussions on the elucidation of fundamental principles, examination of intellectual history, and reflection on reality touch upon the
general framework and fundamental aspects of Marxist research, presenting a comprehensive record of reflection.
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Engels’ Criticism and Clarification of the Tendency Toward Formulaic
Application of Historical Materialism

ZHANG Na WU Xiangdong

Abstract: Ever since historical materialism was put forward, there have been mistakes of its formulaic use, attacking it as
economic unary determinism, denying human subjective initiative, and so on. Engels criticized this wrong tendency in his later
years, emphasizing that historical materialism is a method rather than a formula. He pointed out that historical materialism is not
economic unitary determinism, economic conditions restrict the development of history in the ultimate sense, historical materialism
does not deny human will, but such will must interact with the economic relations of the era to manifest as historical action. The true
driving force of history lies in the economic relations through which people produce material life necessities in each age, and
historical materialism itself is also a product of its time. The key to breaking free from the formulaic application of historical
materialism lies in dialectics, and the specific content of Marx’s dialectics is Marx’s historical theory. Scientific socialism, grounded
in historical materialism that integrates dialectics, is a process aimed at overcoming the contradiction between socialized production
and capitalist private ownership during the era of large-scale industry. Engels’ clarification remains instructive for correctly
understanding and applying historical materialism today.
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