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Mark J. Smith’s Study on the Whole Social Knowledge View of
Situational Practice

QIAO Rui—jin, QIAO Sha

Abstract: Mark J.Smith is an outstanding representative of the British neo—Marxist theory of knowledge. He
starts from clarifying the controversial issues of objectivity and situationality, facts and values, closure and
openness, professional discipline and overall sociality that have long existed in the philosophy of social sci-
ence. Under the realistic background of the transformation of the construction of knowledge society, it is pro-
posed to reflect the uncertainty and complexity of the real world with less reduction and more flexibility in
social practice as the criteria for knowledge evaluation, emphasizing that social science is essentially a situ-
ational practice activity that changes the real world. Social science knowledge is the knowledge of situational
practice, the narrative knowledge of situation rationalization, the knowledge of subject and object situation
interaction, and the knowledge of the whole social practice. Therefore, the core idea of the whole social knowl-
edge view of situational practice is formed with social practice as the main word, and the social knowledge
view of Marxism is enriched.

Key words: Mark.J.Smith, situational practice, social practice, situational narrative, overall situation

- 36 -

https://www.cnki.net



